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How to Show Off Your NAF Portfolio 
 
You prepare for the interview. 
You dress to impress. 
You arrive on time. 
You smile and shake hands. 
 
The interview begins. 
You rock the interview. 
The interviewer wraps it up and asks if you have any questions. 
You ask a strong question. 
Interview seems to be over. 
Maybe they ask to see your portfolio; maybe they don’t. 
Either way…BE PREPARED! 
 
What if they don’t ask to see your portfolio? 
Now what?  When do you show your portfolio?  You invested so much time to create your career 
portfolio, so you don’t want to miss the opportunity. 
 
Ask if you can have a minute to show off ONE special thing from your portfolio.  Do not open it to the 
first page and begin flipping page by page.  Don’t scare the interviewer into thinking they are going to sit 
through a long, drawn out presentation. 
 
Pick your favorite work sample that you think represents the best you and a really cool learning 
experience and something you can tie into the position you are interviewing for. 
 
Mark that page and flip to it quickly and have a 20-30 second speech prepared that thoroughly explains 
the evidence and always explain WHY you are proud of the work and how it can be applied to the new 
position.   
 
Challenge:  Look through your portfolio and select that one item that you want to show off and impress 
the interviewer.  Reflect on that assignment and draft what you will say to the interviewer.  Practice it a 
few times and with a few friends, so you’ll be comfortable explaining it to the interviewer. 
 
Maybe:  Your interviewer might be so impressed that they ask to see more, so be prepared to talk about 
anything and everything in your portfolio. 
 
Thank your interviewer one last time for the opportunity and for allowing them to highlight some of 
your strengths. 
 
Smile again and shake hands.  This might be the right time to ask for a business card.  If it doesn’t feel 
right, you might ask the reception desk for a company business card when you check out and leave the 
building.  Now you have the correct mailing address for the final interview step. 
 
ALWAYS follow up the interview with a hand-written thank you note.  Keep a few blank cards ready to 
write it as you leave the interview.  Hand deliver it or use the contact information from the business 
card to properly address the envelope and drop it in the mail the SAME DAY. 
 
Congratulations on a successful interview.  You won’t always get the job, but you should always prepare 
and do your best.   


